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— Tho SSAIUMQ DATE of this cwnmmfcatlon appaars on the) eovw shoot with tho conosponsSoneo saMrma — 
Period for l^toply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time nnay be available under the provbions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). En no event however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SDC (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of thb communication. 

• ET the period for reply specified abovo is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days wlU be considered timely. 

- 17 NO period for reply is spedfied above, the maximum statutory period vyiU apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mafling date of this communication. 

- Failure to r^ within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to bacome ABANDONED (35 U.$.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing dote of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )E1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 August 2000 . 
2a)n This action is FUNAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayte, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G, 213. 
Dlsposltloini of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1-27 is/are pending in the application. 

4ia) Of the al)ove claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim{s) 1-27 is/are rejected. 

7) D Ctaim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) ^ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

AppOicatlGiini Papers 

9) 0 The spedfication is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 8/31/2000 is/are: aD accepted or bfj objected to by the Examiner. 

Appiicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing con^ion filed on is: 3)0 approved bO disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Pirionty uimdeir 39 LP.S.C. §§ 1 119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 

aOAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a daim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a daim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 20 and/or 1 21 . 

AttQchmonlt(c) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited 4) O Interview Summary (PTCM1 3) Paper No(e). , 

2) 0 NoUce of DraflspefBon's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-S48) 6) □ Notice of rnformal Patent AppBcation (FTOiSZ) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statem©nt(s) (PTO-1449) P^er No(8) . 6) □ Other 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because they fail to show necessaiy textual labels of 
features or symbols in Figs. 6 as described in the specification. For example, placing a label, 
"Computer system", with demaits 120 of Fig. 6, or "Player Unit", with element 100, would 
give the viewer necessaiy detail to fully understand this elemrat at a glance. A descriptive 
textual label for each numbered element in these figures would be needed to fully and better 
understand tfiese figures without substantial analysis of the detailed ^)ecification. Any 
stmctural detail diat is of sufficient inqrartance to be described should be shown in the 
drawing. Optionally, applicant may wish to include a table next to the present figure to fiilfill 
this requirement. See 37 CFR 1.83. 37 CFR 1.84(n)(o) is recited below: 

"(n) Symbols. Graphical drawing symbols may be used for conventional elements when 
2q>piopriate: The el^nents for which such symbols and labeled rq)res«itations are used must 
be adequately identified in the specification. Known devices should be illustrated by symbols 
which have a universally recognized convmtional meaning and are generally accq>ted in die 
art. Odier symbols which are not univ^ally recognized may be used, subject to sspproysl by 
the Office, if they are not likely to be confused with existing conv^itional symbols, and if they 
are readily identifiable. 

(o) Legends. Suitable descriptive l^^ids may be used, or may be required by the 
^caminer, where necessary for understanding of the drawii^, subject to £^pioval by die 
Office. They should contain as few words as possible." 



Claim Rejections - 35 use § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall t)e entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the inventk>n was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the inventton by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an internationai application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being antidpated by Berry et 



al (US 6,195,693). 
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As per daim 1, Berry teaches a system comprising 
Receiving a media file and appending an identifier onto the media file (col. 10, 
lines 16-19). 

As per claim 2, Benry teaches retrieving the identifier from a non-volatile memory 
(col. 7, lines 30). 

As per daim 3, Berry teaches wherein the identifier identifies a player unit (col. 
11. lines 5-7). 

As per daim 4, Berry teaches storing the appended media file in a data storage 
(col. 7, lines 13-15; col. 10, lines 28-30). 

As per daims 5-6, Berry teaches retrieving a n^ssage file and the media file and 
the message file arrive in a concatenated state (col. 8, lines 15-36, col. 9, lines 10-25, 
col. 10, lines 5-18). 

As per daim 7, Ben^ teaches wherein the step of receiving a message file 
comprises receiving a message file selected from the group consisting of commercial 
messages or infomnational messages (col. 10, lines 38-52). 

As per daims 8-1 0, Berry teaches wherein the step of receiving a media file 
comprises receiving an audio file, a video file, and a text file (col. 10, lines 38). 

As per daim 1 1 , Berry teaches 

receiving a media file with a first identifier (col. 10, tines 18-20); 
Comparing the first identifier with a second identifier (col. 10, lines 28-32); 
Retrieving a message file and produdng a message output from the message file 
if the first identifier does not con-espond to the second identifier (col. 10, lines 32-38); 
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Producing a media output from the media file (col. 10, lines 38-42). 
Clainns 12-22 have the same limitations as to claims 2-10; therefore, they are 
rejected by the same subject matter. 
As per claim 23, Berry teaches 



SPi 



""^^mm^ A processor (fig. 1); 

^§^^3 A non-volatile memory communicatively coupled to the processor (col. 7, line 30); 

A first identifier stored on the non-volatile memory (col. 7, lines 11-15) wherein 
the first identifier uniquely identifies the player unit (col.10, lines 18-20); 

A communication port communicatively coupled to the processor and capable of 
communicatively coupling the player unit to a computer system (col. 7, line 50-53, lines 
66-67, col. 8, lines 1-36); 

A data storage drive communicatively coupled to the processor and capable of 
transferring data between the player unit and a removable data storage medium (col. 7, 
lines 12-15); 

A first application program residing in the player unit and accessible by the 
processor, the application program comprising one or more sequences of instructions 
for uniquely marking a media file (fig. 2, # 71, col. 7, lines 42-49), the one or more 
sequences of instruction causing the processor to perform a number of acts: 

RecelNflng a media file (col. 10, lines 18-20); retrieving the first identifier 
from the non-volatile memory, appending the first identifier onto the media file (col. 11, 
lines 1-10), and storing the appended media file in the removable data storage medium 
(col. 11. lines 35-38); 
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A second application program residing in the player unit and accessible by the 
processor (fig. 2, #71). the application program comprising one or more sequences of 
instructions for delivering a message file (col. 9, lines 38-47), the one or more 
sequences of instruction causing the processor to perfomn a number of acts, said acts 
comprising: 

Receiving a media file with a second identifier; comparing the second identifier to 
the first identifier (col. 11, lines 1-18); 

Retrieving a message file from the non-volatile nnemory and producing a 
message output from the message file if the second identifier does not correspond to 
the identifier and producing a media output from the media file (col. 9, lines 27-37). 

Claim 24 is rejected by the same rationale as states in independent daim 23 
argument. 

As per claims 25-27, Berry teaches the identifier comprises a derivative of an 
electronic serial number of a player unit, receiving a media identifier that uniquely 
identifies the media file, the media identifier is derived from an industry standard 
number encoded on the media file (col. 1 1 , lines 1 8-37). 

Conclusion 

If a reference indicated as being mailed on PTO-FORM 892 has not been 
enclosed in this action, please contact Lisa Craney whose phone number is (703) 305- 
9601 for faster service 



